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REPORT 


OF THE 


SECRET COMMITTEE. © 


Tn E Committee, to whom the ſeveral Papers 
referred to in His Majeſty's Meſſage of the 22nd of 
January, 17995 and which were preſented (ſealed u 1 
to the Houſe by Mr. Secretary Dux Das upon the 2 
day of faid month, by His Majeſty's Command, were 
5 —— ; and who were directed to examine the mat- 
ters thereof, and report the ſame as it ſhall appear to 
them to the Houſe, ſtate, that they have proceeded in 
obedience to the orders of the Houſe, to the conſide- 
ration of the matters referred to them, and that they 
have been prevented from ſooner laying before the 
Houſe the reſult of their examination, not only from 
the extent of the matters which came before them, 
but becauſe ſome of the recent circumſtances which 
they have to ſtate, could not with propriety, have been 
' diſcloſed at an earlier period. 
The Committee ſtate their having found the eleareſt 
+ proofs of a ſyſtematic deſign, long fince adopted and 
ated upon by France, in conjunction with Domeſtic * 
Traitors, and purſued up to the*preſent agent with 
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unabated perſeverance, to overturn all the exiſti 
_ eſtabliſhments in this Country and Ireland, as well as 
to diſſolve the connection between the two Kingdoms. 
The Committee ſtate, that the chief hope of accom- 
pliſhing this deſign has reſted on the propogation of 
thoſe principles which produced the French Revolu- 
tion, by -means of Political Societies, which have 
already produced the diſtractions and calamatics of 
Ireland; and that in this Country fimiliar meaſures 
have been _— „ and though theſe have been 
hitherto defeated by the vigilance of Government, 
and the general good ſenſe and loyalty of the Nation, 
the object is not yet abandoned. The utmoſt dili- 
_ gence is ſtill employed in endeavouring not only to 
Faſtain and revive thoſe Societies whoſe ſeditious and 
treafonable pu 


rpoſes long fince attracted the notice of 


Parliament, but to extend their correſpondence to ., 4 


every part of this Kingdom, to Ireland, to France, 
and to thoſe places on the Continent where French 
Emmiſſaries are eſtabliſhed; and to inſtitute new 


have produced ſuch pernicious effects in Ireland. — 
The extent and uniformity of this ſyſtematic Conſpi- 
racy are equally ſtriking. The formation and ſtruc- 
ture of all theſe Societies, in this Country, in Ireland, 
and on the Continent, are ſimilar; their views and 
principles are the ſame, as well as the means which 
they employ to extend their influence. A continued 
Intercourſe and concert has been maintained from 

their firſt origin to the preſent moment; ſometimes 
between the Societies themſelves, ſometimes between 
their leading Members; and a frequent communica- 
tion has been kept up with the Government of France:. 
to which they appear to look as their Protector and 

Ally, and which has repeatedly furniſhed an afylum 

| ES: — 


Societies formed on the ſame plan with thoſe which 4 
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to thoſe, who, on account of their principal ſhare in 
thoſe criminal tranſactions, have become fugitives or 
outlaws from the Brinſh Dominions. 
The Committee ſtate, that in giving the grounds of 
this opinion, although they will have much and im- 
portant new matter to lay before the Houſe, yet they 
will alſo be obliged to recall to their recollection 
many particulars which have already been laid be- 
fore Parliament, but upon which new lights have been 
thrown, by the events which have ſince occurred, and 
the ſubſequcnt intelligence which has been received. 
 'The defeat of all the attempts hitherto made on the 
public tranquillity, the Committee in the ſtrongeſt. 
terms aſcribcs to the laudable vigilance of the per- 
ſons filling thoſe departments of the Government to 
which this duty has peculiarly belonged. 
The Committee then, — * the General Head, 
&« View of the Nature and Syſtem of the Society of 
United Iriſhmen, as fully eſtabliſhed in Ireland,” — 
(which forms the firſt in the Report,) enter into a Oo 
comprehenfive detail of the formation and proceed- 
ings of that deſcription of perſons, which we the 
more readily omit in this 4b/trad, as theſe are already 
ſo fully before the Public in the Secret Reports of the 
two Houſes of Parliament in Ireland, forming the chief 
documents upon which this ſtatement is founded, 
The Second General Head is intituled, © Inſtitution 
of United Iriſhmen in 1791; and Riſe of different 
Societies in Great Britain.” 
The Committee for the purpoſe of elucidating the 
attempis to form fimilar Societies in this Country, 
and the perſeverance with which the ſyſtem is purſu- 
ed, deem it neceſſary to recur to the period of the 
formation of ſuch Socictics, and to trace their pro- 
greſs and intercourſe to the preſent time. 


The 


and the 
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The Society of United Iriſhmen was eſtabliſhed in 
1791—other Societies in Great Britain, particularly 
e Conflitutional Society, which had long exiſted, but 
about this ny Og N er; The Cor- 
reſponding Society, inſtituted in ring of 1792 ; 

＋ ; Far we x-4 of Perſons in Scotland * i 
themſelves The Friends of the People, which origina- 
ted about the ſame period, appear to have adopted, 
in their fulleſt extent, all the extravagant and violent 
principles of the French Revolution. 
be Committee next proceed to detail the ob- 
jects and proceedings of theſe different Societies, 
which we conceive to be ſufficiently known to our 

Readers to render a recapitulation of them here un- 


The Third General Head, compriſes the ©, fr 
open attempt in Scotland.” —This relates the proceed- 
ings of the Scorch Convention in 1792—adverts to 
tie Trial of Muir, in Auguſt 1793 —notices the De- 

legations made by the Engliſh Societies to the Scotch 

Convention in October 1793 the attendance of 
Hamillan Rowan and the Hon. Simon Butler, Iriſh 
Delegates at this Convention —its change of title to 
Ne Britiſh Convention of Delegates of the People,” 
&c. and its adoption of the forms and phraſes of the 
National Convention of France.—After ſubſtantia- 
ting, from authentic documents. the views of this dan- 
gerous Aſſembly, the Committee ſtate their diſperſion 
in December 1793, but not without the aQtive exer- 
tions of the Magiſtracy their perſeverance in meet- 
ing privately, and the identity of their views with the 
Vnited Iriſh in Dublin, from a reſolution of the latter 
to receive the Members of the Scotch Convention 

thus diſperſed as Brothers and Members of their 

Society.“ BY 


FT 
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The Fourth General Head, is entitled Hempts 
to aſſemble a Convention of the People in England.” — 
Under this head is taken a clear and ſatisfactory re- 
view of all the proceedings of the Engliſh ſocieties in 
their r and intercourſe with France, 
which are fully detailed in the Reports of 1794, but 
which the Committee think it material again to advert 
to Under this comprehenſive and important Head 
bring into review the addreſſes of the Societies 
-the Meeting at Chalk Farm, April 14, 1794—the 
- meaſures taken for diſſeminating ſedition, by itinerant 
Members difperſing themſelves through the Country, 
and the diſſemination of Paine s and other works of 
a fimilar tendency.—The zeal of the Cou wy 
ties outran the inſtructions of the Agents, whoſe ob- 
ject it was to point the wiſhes of individuals to Uni- 
verſal ſuffrage until after the Convention was afſem- 
' bled.—No caution of prohibition, however, could 


prevent the country Societies from ſhewing their con- 


fident anticipation of the overthrow of the preſent 
Syſtem.—The expected convention was prevented 

from aſſembling by the Arreſts which took place, and 
the ſuſpenſion of The Habeas Corpus de in May 
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The Committee adverts to the Trials of Thomas Har- 
dy, Joln Horne Tooke, and John Helwall, in Novem- 
ber 1794; and ſtates the evidence given on 
thoſe Trials, eſtabliſhed, in the cleareſt manner the 
grounds on which the Committees of the two Houſes of 
Parliament had formed their Reports in 1794; and 
ſhewed, beyond a poſſibility of doubt, that the views 
of theſe perſons and their Confederates, were in their 
nature completely hoſtile to the exiſting Government 
and Conſtitution of this Kingdom, and went directly 
to the ſubverſion of every eſtabliſhed 


and legitimate 
authority.” 


121 


authority.“ The Committee conclude this Head by 


. 


adverting to the Trials and Conviction for Sedition 


of Redhead, alias Yorke, and of Gale and Davidſon | 


2 Fi 

4 he Fifth General Head, Further Proceedings 
ſequent to the Arreſts in 1794,” -begins by ſtating, 

lu. l loſu res u 1 Trials, the | ne tory and 


the powers veſted in Government by the AR © to 


empower His Majeſty to ſecure and detain ſuch per- 


| ſons as His Majeſty ſhall ſuſpect are conſpiring againſt 


pear for a moment to have relinquiſhed their original 


his Perfon and Government,” had broken for a time 


the meaſures of the Diſaffected; but they never ap- 


deſign; and a ſecret ſyſtem of Direction was adopted, 


fimilar to that of the United Inſhmen.—The Com- 
mittee advert to the ſeditious tendency of the Meeting 
at Copenhagen-Houſe in October 1795—the conſe- 
quent attack upon His Majeſty's Perſon, in his pro- 


greſs to Parliament, and the paſſing of the falutary 


Laws for the better prevention of "Treaſon and Sedi- 


tion, and the proteQtion of His 4 Perſon in 
the ſuppreſſion of 
the Seditious Lectures, the toleration of which was a 


January 1796.— They next notice the 


diſgrace to the Metropolis, and the meaſures taken to 


ham, in March 1796, a check was a 
to the progreſs of Sedition and Treaſon, and imme- 


evade the Acts againſt Treaſon and Sedition.— By the 


arreft of John Binns and John 8 ing- 
econd timẽ given 


_ diate danger averted, but the attempts to poiſon the 


minds of the lower orders of the people was purſued 
with unabating perſeverance. Its inf 

to the Fleet, and produced the Naval Mutiny in 
April, 1797. The perſons principally engaged in it - 


were United Iriſhmen.— The Mutineers (fay the 
Committee) were bound by ſecret oaths to the per- 


«« pctration 


uence extended 


{ 
. 
( 
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« petratios of e An atem pt was 
« made to give to the Ships in mutiny the name of 
* The Floating Republic, and this attempt was coun- 
c tenanced both by Papers publiſhed in France, and 
© +. by a Paper here called The Courier, which has on 
% many occaſions appeared almoſt equally devoted 
eto the French Cauie.”—The Committee proceed 
to detail the objets of the Mutineers, and to notice 
the various attempts fince, to ſeduce both Soldiers and 


Sailors from their duty; in conſequence of whiel 


were paſſed the Acts againſt the ſeduction of Troops, 
and againſt unlawful Oaths. 
The Committee having thus traeed the chief tran- 
 ſaQtions which took | —— Genie „connected 
with the general dekign of the — nearly to 
the when us eſſects were — in their 
moſt dreadful and formidable ſhape in Ireland, by 
the Rebellion in that Country laſt ſummer; and hav- 
ing ſlated, that either with a view to that very Rebel- 
lion, or in conſequence of it, the Societies in this 
1 Country entered into a ſtill cloſer epnneQion with the 
of United Iriſhmen, and aſſumed a ſhape 
milar than before to that cxtinonmmary Com- 
— to review the ſs 7 «wh 
cie of United Irifbmen, till the period of ebel- 
2 its intercourſe with France, and with lending 
Members of Societies in this Couniry;” which forms 
the SIXTH GENERAL HEAD. © 
Under this head are detailed the Cees Cor- 
reſpondenee of Mon, an In rgy man, - 
France in the 2 7 with the confeſſion and ſelf- 
conviction of Arthur O'Connor, M*Nevin and Em- 
met. The Expedition of General Hoch in Decem- 
ber 1796, concerted with Lord Edward Fitzgerald 
and Arthur i 2 
Nevin 
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Nevin in 1797—and the connection of the United 
lrif:.'4en with new Societies in England. The 
— of ban 17 797 and 1798, are particu- 


lariy. „and his ſeizure at Margate with his 
—— detailed: and it is added, that it ap- 
pears io the Committee that both from previous and 
ſubſ. quent information, that 4rthur O'Connor, who 
hiv been to the moment of leaving Ireland, one 
of the Members of the Iriſh Directory, was not only 
going to France in the confidence that, when there, 
he ſhould be conſidered and received as an Accredited 
Agent, but was confidently employed by the remain- 
ing Members of that Directory, who were at that 
_ diſſatisfied with the conduct of Lewins. 
rt of the Report is ſo important and intereſting, 
1 we — For think we 4 25 injuſtice * Readers — 1 


| Public in general, if we eee 
dhe Comniittee. 


' SEVENTH GENERAL HEAD. 


FPurtier intercourſe between the United Iriſbmen, the 
French Government, and the Britiſh Societies ; forma- 
Zion of new Soceties, and therr proceedings. 


At the Meetings of the London Corre Sei. 
— for above two years before this time, it had been 
avowed, that the object of the Society was to form a 
Republic, by the — of France. Reform in 
Parliament, or even Annual Elections, or Univerſal 
Suffrage, were therefore no longer mentioned. — 
Your Committee have abundant reaſon to believe, 
from the information laid befor: them, that a per- 
fon of the name of Aſpiey (one of the perſons ar- 
reſted in 1794,) and who had, for a long time, been 
Secretary io this Society, was now acting as their 
Agent at Paris, and bad recently given them * 


t 1 


of the fuceour of a French army. Meetings were 
held to contrive the means of procuring Arms, to 
enable them to co-operate with a French Force in 
caſe of an Invafion. The leading Members of the 
diſaffeted Societies were alſo in the habit of fre- 
quenting an occaſional Meeting, which was held at 
a Cellar in Furnival's Inn, and was firſt formed for 
the purpoſe of reading the libellous and treaſonable 
4 called The Preſs.” This place gra- 
duall — became the reſort of all thoſe — were en; 
the moſt deeply in the Conſpiracy. It was 
— attended by Arthur f O'Connor and 
O'Caply, previous to their attempt to go over to 
France; and by the perſons chiefly inſtrumental in 
carrying on correſpondence with the Iriſh Conſpi- 
 rators; and ſecret conſultations. were repeatedly 
held there, with a view to projects, which were 
thought too dangerous and deſperate to be brought 
forward in any of the larger Societies. Among theſe 
plans, was that of effecting a general inſurrection, 
| A the ſame moment, in the metropolis, and through- 
out the country, and of direfling it to the object of 
fazing ferret Rr , the Royal Family, and 
J. many of the Members of botk Houſe 0 — | 
An Officer, of ſome experience in his Majeſty's ſer- 
vice, was ſelected as their Military Le: and 
ſanguine hopes were entertained, that they could 
command a ſufficient force to effe& their deſperate. 
purpoſe, in the firſt inſtance, by ſurprize. But al- 
though the apprehenſion, that they could not as yet 
eollect ſufficient numbers to maintain and fecure 
their advantage, appears, for the time, to have de- 
terred them from the attempt. yet the general lan- 
guage held among theſe perſons, at this period, 
proved, that they had brought themſelves to the 
2 opinion 
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opinion that matters were nearly ripe for meaſures 
of open violence. | „%% Or nt 6 
 - Attempts were at the ſame time made to form in 
London, upon the plan of the United Iriſpmen, the 
Society of United Engliſbmen, or, United Britons, be- 
fore referred to; and O'Corply and John Binns, ap- 
Pear to have been leading perſons in that defign. It 
was propoſed to divide this. Society into four Diſ- 
tricts, including a large part of the coaſts of this 
kingdom the moſt expoſed to Invaſion :—And it was 
_  alfo in contemplation to combine the operations of 
this Society with thoſe of the Society of United 
Iriſhmen; of which your Committee will fad it ne- 
ceſſary ſeparately to take notice. - . 


- Moſt of the Societies through England, which had 
_ uſed to eorreſpond-with the London Correſponding So- 
2 had alſo about this time adopted the fame plan 
of forming Socicties of United Engliſhmen ; and find- 
ing their communications by writing to be hazard- 
ous, they avoided, as far as poſhble, the keeping any 
papers; uſed eyphers, or myſterious words, in the 
few writings that paſſed between them, and prinei- 
_ pally carried on their intercourſe. by Agents, who 
went from place to place, and were recognized by 
figns, which were frequently changed. Many ig- 
norant or inconfiderate perſons throughout the Coun- 
try, were gradually involved in theſe criminal tranſ- 
actions; and the influence of the defiruQuve princi- 
ples from. which they pruceeded, was ſtill further 
extended by the eftabliſhment of Clubs among the 


lovweſt clafles of the community, which were open 


to all pcrſons paying one penny, and in which Songs 
were ſung, Toaſts given, and Language held, of the 
moſt ſeditious nature. 1 . 
Inſormation having been received of a * 
R "mica 
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well, Warrants of Arreſt were iſſued, and perſon 


. tion between the London Correſponding Society and the 
London Society of United Engliſhmen was clearly efla- 


It appeared that about Forty Diviſions of United 


t-W 1 
United Englifomen, io be held in a houſe in Clerken- 


were apprehended onthe 18th of April 1798. There 
was found upon the Secretary of the London Corraf- 


. ponding Society (who appears to have officiated 4d 


Prefident at the Meeting), the Oath propoſed for the 


_ United Engliſhmen, fer forth in the Appendix; ano- 
ther oath of the ſame nature, was found under the 
table; and al ſo a printed Conſtitution of the Society 
of United Enghfomen, ſet forth in the Appendix. 


Information having alſo been received of an Extra- 


ordinary Meeting of the Delegates and Secretary of 
the London Correſponding Society, intended to be af 


ſembled at a large room in Wyche-ftreet, on the 


19th of April, 1798, the perſons there aſſembled 


were likewiſe arreſted; and from the diſcoveries 


made in conſequence of theſe Arreſts, the conner- 


bliſhed. 


Engliſhmen bad been formed in London; about 
Twenty of which had their regular places and days - 


| of meeting; and that many fimilar Societies were 
forming in different 


parts of the Country. With re- 
ſpect to theſe latter, it was intended that the diffe- 
rent Counties in Great Britain ſhould, reſpective ly, 
be divided into Diſtricts; in each of which a central 
Society was to be eſtabliſhed in the principal Town, 
and was to carry on a conſtant correſpondence, both 
with the ſmaller Societies in that Diſtrict, and with 


the General Society in London: and this ſyſtem was 
| . fo conftructedas to admit of ftill greater ſubdiviſion, 
if the increafe of numbers had been fuch as the 


Leaders hoped. 8 5 


14 ] e 
It appears to your Committee, that the chief pro- 
greſs made inthe formation of Societies of United En- 
giſomen was in London and the parts adjacent, and 


PLS 


and Wales, more immediately communicating with 


in Lancaſhire and ſome parts of the Weſt of England 


Ireland, and in which there were many United Iriſh- | 


men, either as reſidents, or as fugitives from their 
country. 15 Ws 

At Mancheſter, and the adjacent country in par- 
ticular, the plan of theſe conſpiracies was extending 
itſelf in the moſt alarming manner; and they were 


much promoted by the activity of the United Iriſh- 


men, of whom there are very large numbers reſident 
in that neighbourhood. Great numbers of printed co- 
pies of the * Conſtitution ef United Enghſbmen' have 
been diſcovered in Maneheſter and the neighbour- 
hood; andit is evident that the Society was making 
you progreſs, when it was checked by the arreſt of 
ſeveral of its Leaders in 1798. 5 
| ASocietyof United Enghibmen had been eſtablſhed 
in and about Mancheſter before the year 1797. In 
the beginning of that year it had conſiſted of about 
fifty Diviſions, and in the year 1798 had extended 
to about eighty.—Each of theſe Diviſions eonſiſted 
of not leſs than fifteen Members, and was again ſub- 
divided when the number of its Members exceeded 
thirty fix, This Society has beerr moſt particularly 
Active in the moſt wicked attempts to ſeduce the 
Soldiers in different Regiments ; for which purpoſe 
they adopted a ſyſtem of more particular ſecreey. 
4 it bas therefore been difficult to diſcover the ex- 
tent of theſe crimes; but the general good eonduct 
of His Majeſty's Forces, of _ deſcription, in 
this Kingdom, affords the moſt fatisfatory proof 
that their diabolical practices have not been —_— 


— * 
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ful in any confiderable degree. The Teft uſed for 

the Soldiers js ſet forth in the Appendix. In other 
reſpects the Society has followed the United Iriſh. 
and the United Engliſh formed in London, in their 
Conſtitution, theic Teſl, and their figns of Secrecy ; 
and its opcrations have been conducted with the 
ſame myſtery, and under the fame direction; the 
whole being governed by the perſons who form the 
Committee of United Engliſhmen, ſtyled —* The Na- 
tional Committee of England,” who are, apparently, 
unknown to the reſt of the Members of the Society, 
though their dictates are implicitly obeyed. They 

were the more induced to acquiesce in this ſyſtem, 
and to obey impliculy the directions of their Lea- 
ders, from the perſuaſion with wich they appear to 
have beenuniverſally impreſſed, that perſons of high- 


er ſituations in life afforded them countenance and 


3 are inclined to think that ſome art was uſed to 


_ pecuniary aid; though, from circumſtances of cau- 
tion, thoſe perſons had not become actually Mem- 
bers of the Society ; or, if they were Members, con- 
cealed the fact with conſiderable care, and did not 
attend the Meetings. In ſome degree this perſuaſion 
may have been well founded; but your Committee 


ſtrengthen this imprefſion for the purpoſe of giving 
greater encouragement to the Members in their hopes 
of final ſucceſs. Tg 
The Societies in the country connected with Man- 
cheſter have been formed into twelve diſtricts, each 
of which ſent a Delegate to the Committee, called, 
The County Committee; which appears to have cor- 
| reſponded, not only with the National Committee of 
— but alſo with the National Committee of 
—_— = 
| The intercourſe between the United Engliſhmen 
a 
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in theſe parts and the United Iriſh, appears RE" | 


to have been continual; many of the United Iriſh 


frequently paſling and repaſſing between Cheſhire or 
Lancafhire, and Ireland, and frequently viſiting the 


' Engliſh Societies. Among the Perſons who have 


lation by which he was introduced, by Arthur 
O'Connor, to Mr. H. Bell, ofCharter-Houſe 


Previous to his arreſt at Deal. The accounts which 


have been obtained of his converſation and conduct 
at Mancheſter, leave no room to doubt the objects of 


* his different journies between Great Britain, Ireland, 


and France, and particularly of his intended journey | 
to. France, which was prevented by his arreſt, and 


there appears alſo little reaſon to doubt, that many, 


both of the United Engliſhmen and United Iriſh, at - 


Mancheſter and in its neighbourhood, were aware of 
the general purport at leaſt, of his miſſion: and anxi- 
ouſly. expected that aſſiſtance from France, of which 
they received, from him very ſtrong aſſurances. 

The Society at Mancheſter ſeems to have been 


the central Society of an extenſive diſtri; and to 
have been managed by a very zealous and active 


Committee. It frequently ſent Delegates to places 


in the neighbourheod, and to various paris of York- 


ſhire, Derbyſhire, Nouinghamſbire, and Cheſhire. 
1 


been thus travelling from one Country to the other, 
your Committee have remarked O Coigly who re- 
peatedly viſited Mancheſter, Stockport, and other 
places in the neighbourhood; and particularly in 
the year 1797, when he was received with marked 
attention—He came there again in 1798, on his re- 
turn from Ireland after his journey into France be- 
fore-mentioned. He then wore a military dreſs, and 
paſſed by the name of Captain Jones, the ſame appel - 


| Square, WM 
from whoſe houĩe O'Connor took his departure, | 
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| Their correſpondence appears to have extended to 
the moſt diſtant parts of England, as well as to 


Edinburgh and Glaſgow. 
Liverpool alſo became the ſeat of another central 


| Society, preſiding over a ſurrounding Diſtrict, and 


correſponding with other parts of England, and 
with Scotland and Ireland ; and different Emiſſaries, 
ſome of whom were Foreigners, about this time 
were ſent through variovs parts of the Kingdom, for 
the purpoſe of aſcertaining the numbers and diſpo- 


fitions of the Societies of United Engliſh and United 


Iriſh. 

Whilſt the Societies in England were thus en- 
deavouring to form a Society of United Engliſhmen, 
or of United Britons, on the model of the Iriſh So- 
ciety, attempts were made in Scotland to form a 
diſtin& Society of United Scotſmen' on the ſame 
plan. And your Committee cannot forbear to re- 


mark the induſtry with which it has been attempted 
in this inſtance, as well as in others, to ſeparate 
Scotland as well as Ireland from England, and to 


found, on the ruins of the eſtabliſhed Government, 


three diſtin&t Republics of England, Scotland, and 


Ireland. FE 
Thbe attempts to form a Society of United Scots- 


men had made little progreſs till the Spring of 1797; 


but from the month of April, 1797, until November 
following (when a diſcovery was made in the coun- 
ty of Fife, on which George Mealmaker was brought 
to trial, and convicted of ſedition) theſe attempts ap- 

pear to have been attended with more ſucceſs, and 
particularly in the neighbourhood of Glaſgow, and 
in the counties of Ayr, Renfrew, Lanerk, Dumbar- 
ton, Fife, and Perth. Glaſgow, and the county of 


Ayr, were the places in which this ſpirit firſt mani- 
C 1 feſted 


EY 


feſted itſelf and from which Emiſſaries were ſent 
into different parts of the Country, for the purpoſe 
of increafing the numbers of the Society, and diſſemi- 
nating what they termed, © Political Knowledge.” 

T be Societies thus formed in Scotland, appear to 
| have been reduced to a ſyſtem almoſt as regular and 
Compleat as that which was eſtabliſhed in Ireland; + 


' the outlines of the plan were the same, and the 


ſtudied ſecrecy of the proceedings, and the gradati- 
ons of internal arrangement, formed its great charac- 
teriſtic. By a general rule of their Aſſociation, no 

Society was to conſiſt of more than fixteen Mem- 
ders, and when any Society had obtained a number 
of Mer bers exceeding fixteen, it was to divide itſelf 


| Into two Socicties. In ſome ſmall Towns there were 


three or more ſuch Societies, all of which were 
ſometimes aſſembled, by their individual Members, 
or by a Committee from each Society; and ſuch Aſ- 
ſembles were termed © Parochial Meetings.“ Each of 
theſe Parochial Meetings had a Secretary, who was al 
alſo Lreaſurer;andone or two Delegates were choſen 
torepreſent the Parochial at the County Meeting, 
which was compoſed of Delegates from all the Paro- 
chial Meetings within the County or Diſtrit, and was 
held every fix weeks. The Delegates were elected 
by ballot; but the ballot was ſo conducted, that no 
Perſons knew on whom the choice feli, except the 
| Secretary, and Perſons choſen. This election was 
ſometimes made by each Member whiſpering in the 
ear of the Secretary the name ofthe Perſons for whom 
he gave his vote; and as there could be no material 
check on the declaration of the Secretary, it is evident 
that the election of Delegates might be managed in 
any manner moſſ agreeable tothe Leaders of the So- 
ciety. The meetings called © County Meetings were 
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not reſtricted to the known Diviſions of the Counties, 
but were compoſed of Delegates from Parochial 
Meetings within either larger or ſiualler Diſtricts, 
according to the number of United Scotſmen in each 
neighbourhood. Atthe County Meetings. Delegates 
were elected, to reprefem the Societies at a National 
Meeting, in the ſame ſecret manner as was uſed for 
the election of the Delegates to the County Meet- 
ings; and the place of that meeting was not gene- 
rally diſclofed. The Secretary of the County 1.cet- 
ing gave the Delegate, when choſen, a ſmall flip of 
paper, containing the name of a Perſon to whom he 
was to apply, and who was to take him to the place 
of the National Meeting. This Perſon was called 
* The Intermediate. The Counties alſo were diſtin- 

guiſhed by numbers, and not by their names; and the 
Delegate received, on another ſlip of paper. the num- 


der of his County, and the time appointed for the 


National Meeting. F 

Ihe Meeting aſſuming this name was a Committee 
| formed of Delegates from the County Meetings, 
and aſſembled every ſeven weeks; and there the inoſt 
important buſineſs of the Society was tranſacted. 
This Meeting received Reports from a Secret Com- 
mittee, and nominally directed its conduct, but the 
Secret Committee really had the chief management. 
This Committee was elected from amongſt the Dele- 
gates at the National Meeting, in the ſame ſecret 
manner as thoſe Delegates had been choſen at the 
County Meeting, the perſons elected being only 
known to the Secretary; and the Committee, thus 
fecretly formed, did not diſcloſe itfelf in the tranſ- 
action of buſineſs; all of which was conducted 
through the intervention of a perſon (already noticed) 


alled © The Intermediate; who delivered their or- 5 
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ders, and who was the ſame perſon to whom the 
Delegates had been directed to apply for information 
reſpecting the place of aſſembly of the National 
Meeting. Except, therefore, to the Intermediate, 
io the Seeretary, and to each other, the perſons com- 
poſing the Secret Committee remain wholly un- 

known. | 

Every proceeding was involved in the fame myſte- 
rious ſecreſy ; and though this ſyſtem of blind obe- 
dience had the effect of diſguſting and alarming ſome 


of the Delegates, who perceive themſelves to be in- 


ſtruments in the hands of an unknown authority, 
for purpoſes, of which the extent was 22 
diſcloſed to them; yet the Committee, thus formed, 
continued to preſerve its general influence; difburf- 


Ing at its pleaſure the money collected; giving all or- 


ders for the places of the National Meetings; ſend- 
ing Miſſionaries, difſeminating Papers, receiving in- 


formation, and conducting every part cf the bufineſs — 2 


without controul. 


The National Meeting was generally, if not al- |. 


ways, held in or near Glaſgow; and from Reports 


of what paſled at thoſe Meetings, it appears that I 


they correſponded with the Society of United Bri- 


tons, and ſent Delegates to England, and received 


Delegates from thenee. When the Meeting broke 
up, each Delegate received a Note of the time ap- 
pointed for the next Meeting, which he was to deli- 
ver to the Seeretary of his own County Meeting, 
when the new Delegate was elected. „ 
Their communications with different parts, and 
Particularly with England, were ſeldom carried on 
in writing: ſome Papers, however, have been diſco- 
vered, which clearly ſhow that the Society had the 
moſt dangerous objects in view; and that ſome of its 
Members 


; 
I 
| 


| knowledg 


uniform in all 


ed to the Continent, and has become a Member of a 
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Members were ſanguine enough to profeſs an .opi- 
nion, that if the flattering accounts which they re- 
ceived from London were real, the emancipation of 
the Country was at no great diſtance, when they 
ſhould rally round the Standard of Liberty.” 

This Syſtem of Union, as well as that of the 


United Engliſhmen, was evidently borrowed from 


Ireland; and there is reaſon to believe that it was 
introduced by Delegates from that Country. Signs 


were adopted for the purpoſe of diſtinguiſhing the 


Members, as was practiſed in Ireland; but the 
e of the ſigns ſeems to have been only im- 
perfectly diffuſed; they never have been generally 


_ underſtood; or having been altered at different times 


in different places, without concert, were never 


of the country. Sg 
expectation of ſucceſs, theſe Con- 


In their ſanguine 


ſpirators formed wild and extravagant Plans of ſeizing, 

in the ſame night, all the leading 
whole Iſland. If theſe perſons ſhould reſiſt, they were 
bo be put to death; if they ſubmitted quietly, their 


People over the 


lives and pr were to be ſpared, but they were to 
be kept in cuſtody till a new Conſtitution ſhould be 
formed, which was clearly meant to be conformable | 


to French principles. | 
An Oath or Teſt was formally adminiſtered, and 


Printed Papers were circulated, under the title of 
© Reſolutions and Conſtitution of the Society of Unit- 
ed Scot ſmen; a Copy of which is ſet forth in the 

The meaſures of this Conſpiracy were diſconcerted 


by the arreſt of Mealmaker, of Dyer, and of Archibald 


Gray, the latter of whom, after his Indictment, eſcap- 
Society 
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Society at Hamburgh, which will hereafter be noticed, 
by the name of © The Philanthropic Society.” 
In addition to this view of the Proceedings of the 
Societies both in England and Scotland, at this period, 
it is material to remark, that whilſt the Rebellion was 
at its height in Ireland, there were found individuals, 
in this Country, who ſo ſtrongly manifeſted their deſire 
to ſupport the cauſe of the Rebels, that they became 
the objects of Criminal Proſecution. Among theſe, a 
man of the name of Martin Donnovan, was indicted 
for diſtributing, at Goſport, the Addreſs ſtated in the 
Appendix, intituled, An Iriſhman's Addreſs to his 
Countrymen in England; the contents of which 
4 e might have warranted a proſecution for a 
higher crime, and are fo ſtriking a ſpecimen of the 
intentions of the diſaffected, that although the parti- 
cular inſtance relates only to the conduct of one indi- 
vidual, your Committee have thought it highly de- 
ſerving of notice. This man was convicted at the laſt 
Summer Aſſizes at Wincheſter, and fentenced to twa 
In purſuance of the ſame Plan, the United Iriſimen 
in this Country have been inceſſantly labouring to diſ- 
ſeminate their principles, both by means of ſecret Com- 
dinations among ſuch of them as have found their 
way into the Naval Service, and by extending their 
Societies both in the Metropolis, and in different parts 
of the kingdom. The extent to which theſe practices 
have prevailed, and (notwithſtanding repeated in- 
ſtances of detection and puniſhment) are ſtill carried on 
in the Fleet, has been too fully demonſtrated by the 
evidence which has appeared in a variety of Courts 
Martial, the Proceeding of which have bèen laid be- 
fore your Committee, and which contain matter ſo ſe- 
nous and important, that your Committee have 
thought 
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thought it right to inſert an Abſtract of them in the 

Appendix. It appears that Oaths have been tendered 

by the Mutineers to the Crew, to be United Iriſh- 

men, equal to their Brethren in Ireland, and to have 
nothing to do with the King or his Government.” — 

That they have acted in the profeſſed expectation ot 

aſſiſtance from France; with the expreſs view of co- 

operating, for the expulſion of the Proteſtants from 

Ireland, and the erection of a Roman Catholic Go- 

vernment ; and it has been part of their Plan to mur- 

der their Officers, to ſeize on the Ship, and carry her 
to France or Ireland. 

On another occaſion, the Oath has been as fol- 
r de true to the Free and United 
8 who are now fighting our cauſe Ty- 
« rants and Oppreſſors, auf t, dend mr Ri- 

* to the laſt drop of my __ and to keep all ſe- 
« cret; — a > carry the Ship into Breſt 
« the next time the Ship looks out a-head at ſea, and 
« to kill every Officer and Man that hall hinder us, 
« except the Maſter; and to hoiſt a green Enſign 
« with a Harp in it, and afterwards to kill and de- 
* ſtroy the Proteſtants.” 
The Mutineers on board one of His Majeſty's Ships 
appear to have been en in the plan of carrying 
the Ships to France, — that they —_ 
there be promoted in proportion to their crimes ; that 
one of their Ringleaders was to be appointed Captain, 
and that they were then to proceed with the French 
againſt Ireland; and this deep laid villainy was dif- 
guiſed and aggravated by a degree of hypocriſy and 
impoſture, Techy to be — the particulars 
re ſtated in the Appendix. 

The Mutineers in another ſhip were proved to be 
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Ty, Oe, or Inih;” and they meant, in the 
event being brought into action with an Enemy's 
Ship, to ſhoot their own officers -on the quarter 


deck. 

_ While theſe pi of the United Iriſhmen in 
the Fleet exhibit ſo dreadful a picture of their ' fan- 
guinary defigns, and of the f of their views 
and principles to thoſe which have produced ſo much 
and bloodſhed in Ireland, their conduct on 
ſhore has not been leſs deſerving of the moſt ſerious 


attention. Your Committee have no heſitation in 
_— on the cleareſt 2 ſtrongly confirmed by 


the various bodies 
— in any mart 


that among 
of Great Britain, for the purpoſes 


of Sedition and Treaſon, the Societies which have 7 


deſigns of which they 2 are 
Preparing, in a very ſhort time, to attempt the execu - 
tion in direct co-operation with France. | 
The danger to be from theſe Societies 
is much Increaſed, from the conſtant communication 


Theſe Societies have been ns: x not only i in 
but in different of the , and 
have formed themſelves info — n the 
Appendix are „ Forms of f Certificates 


8 r . Un 
 TIrifhmen, ſuch as was acted upon in Ireland, * 
to e their ings; and Copies of this 
Conſtitution have been found in the poſſeſſion of per- 
ſons principally concerned in promoting theſe Meet- 
ings. The views which they entertain at this mo- 
ment, and the ſanguine hopes with which they look 


| to their accompliſhment, are apparent in an inflam- 


— treaſonable Paper recently found at one of 
theſe Meetings, of which Government had received 


Intelligence, and the perſons preſent at which, were 


conſequently apprehended. This Paper is inſerted in © 
3 Other papers, ſeized at the fame 


Meeting ſtrongly confirm the account which your 
Committee e that a mode has lately = 
by theſe Societies (ſimilar to that practiſed 
in Ireland and Scotland) of keeping the accounts 
of the Society, by ſubſtituting different numbers for 
the Names of the Members. Your Committee think 
it alſo not immaterial to inſert in the Appendix, Copy 
of a printed Card, which has been found in the poſ- 
ſeſſion of different perſons, and particularly among 
other ſeditious Papers, in that of a perſon recently ap- 
| D 25 prehended, 
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prehended, who, there is reaſon to believe, has been 
very lately choſen to a& as General Secretary to the 
different Societies of United Iriſhmen now in London. 
- The perſon named in this card, and the tranſaction to 
which it relates, are ſuch as to require no comment. 
Your Committee have received different accounts 
of the numbers of this Society; but, though their 
force is probably exaggerated by themſelves, for evi- 
dent reaſons, there is ſufficient ground for believing 
that their numbers have long confiderable.— 
Many Iriſh, ordinarily reſident here, chiefly among 
the loweſt claſſes of the community, have been gra- 
. dually induced to become Members of this Society. 
But the moſt active part conſiſts of. thoſe Iriſh Rebels 
who have fled to this Country ; rendered deſperate 
by their crimes, not daring to return to Ireland, and 
either unable to make their way to the Countries ſub- 


ject to France, or not receiving ſai . cots 4. 
 ment-.to- attempt it, they remain here, waiting fr ” "D 


opportunity of executing thoſe violent and deſperate 
projects, to which they have become familiar. And 
they appear to be under the direction of ſome perſons 
of a higher claſs, who ſometimes furniſh pecuniary 
aid, and form the Committee, by means of which, a 
conſtant correſpondence 1s carried on, through Ham- 

burgh, with France. POWs 
Among theſe Plans, there is good reaſon to be- 
lieve, that early in 1798, it was -feriouſly in agitation 
among the Conſpirators in Ireland, to convey, in 
ſmall veſſels, from Ireland to England, a great num- 
ber of United Iriſhmen; and to land them on dit- 
ferent parts of the Coaſt, with inſtructions to divide 
themſelves into ſmall bodies, and to endeavour to 
make their way to the Capital in the manner leaſt lia. 
ble to ſuſpicion, under the diſguiſe of thoſe trades and 
occupalions 
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occupations in which the Iriſh, commonly reſorting 
hither, are principally engaged. Their object is re- 
preſented to have been that of co-operating with the 
Correſponding Society, in effecting an Inſurrection in 
London, at the time of the Rebellion breaking out in 
Ireland, for the purpoſe of diſtracting the military 
force, and preventing reinforcements being ſent to 
that Country; and the plan is faid to have failed from 
the Correſponding Society ſhrinking from the execu- 
_—__ 

About the fame period, another project was ſecretly 
formed (of which your Committee have received 
more diſtinct information), for collecting at one point, 


2 choſen body of the moſt determined from among 
the United Iriſh employed on the River Thames, to 
whom a new oath of ſecrecy, cbedience, and fidelity 


was to be adminiſtered. Large rewards were to be 


promiſed, They were to be kept wholly ignorant of 
tlie preciſe ſervice they were intended to perform, till 
the moment of its execution, which was to take place 


as ſoon as an attack on ſome part of the Coaſt was 
announced on the part of the French. They were 
then to be privately armed with daggers, to be put 


under leaders of known talents and courage, and- 


formed into three diviſions, and were to make an 
attack, by ſurprize, at the fare moment, on both 
Houſes of Parliament, on the Tower, and on the 

The intelligence obtained from time to time by 


Government, reſpecting the proceedings and plans of 


the Conſpirators, the ſeizure and detention of ſome 
of the intended Leaders, and perhaps the timidity or 


reluctance of ſome of the parties concerned, prevented 
any open attempt to realize theſe extravagant deſigns, 


when they were firſt in contemplation. 
; ">" "Wi Bat 
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But, notwikfanding the continuance of e 


cau tion, and althou oh theſe Conſpirators — 770 
norant of the prepared and formidable force, and 
the determined Pik and and general loyalty with which 
ſuch an enterprize would be immediately * 
your Committee have received undoubted proofs that 
Plans of this nature are now, more than ever, in agi- 
tation. Attempts are actually making, by Agents 
from Ireland, to concert with the French Goverment 
' theume for a freſh and general! inſurrection i in Ireland. 
Intelligence has been received, that in the Ports of 
France the utmoſt diligence is uſed in prepa paring 
another Expedition to co-operate with the Rebels! in 
that Kingdom. The time for making this attempt, 
ſeems . in a great meaſure, fixed. The 
tation which appears to be generally entertained 
among the Traitors in Ireland, tallies, in this reſpect, 
with the intelligence which has been laid before your 
Committee; and this expectation has been ee. 5 
ly communicated from thence to their Confederates 
in this Country. It ſeems to be intended, at the ſame 
time, to attempt a diverſion by another French force 
on different parts of the Coaſts of this kingdom. The 
manner in which ſuch expeditions are likely to be 
calculated to advance the ends of the Conſpi Irators, 
both in Great-Britain and Ireland and the ſpecies of 


warfare which the French had in contemplation, will 


be ſufficiently evident from a reference to the inſtruc- 
tions of Tate, who was made priſoner in Wales, which 
are printed in the Appendix to the Report made laſt 
Seſſion, on the treatment of Priſoners of War, and 
to thoſe of Humbert, who commanded the force which 
landed laſt year in Ireland, and who had alſo been 
deſtined to command an Expedition againſt Cornwall, 
which are inſerted in the Appendix to this ig 

or 
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ond ww! reforms g with theſe attempts, 
ularly with the ſame view as that to which 


2 ee Before Scope pas were r in the 
n 17 at reventing, ble, re- 
bs rn br 1798 ſent from hence to ol It is 
alſo part of the plan, that an effort ſhould be made to 
create an Inſurrection in the Metropolis, and in fome 
other parts of the kingdom where theſe Societies are 
moſt numerous. Your Committee are fully confi- 
dent, that while plaus of this nature continue to be 
traced and known, and while Government retains the 
means which it 2 22 and def- | 

te ma EX to on 
oY pers projet may b to their authors. Wa ut your 
Committee are at ö 
the view they have had of this part of the ſyſtem, and 
with the peculiar danger continually arifing from the 
Society of United Iriſhmen, which they deem to be 
in its nature incompatible with the ſecure mainte- 
| nance of public tranquillity, that they have thought 


it neceſſary to bring it thus iini under the im- 
e of the Houſe. | 


| SOCIETIES AT HAMBURGH. | 


In addition to this maſs of Treaſon in Great Britain 
and in Ireland, your r Committee find that, for the 
purpoſe of more convenient communication between 
France and Ireland, a Committee of United Iriſhnien 
has been formed at Hamburgh. 'That you has long 

been the receptacle of thoſe diſaffected perſons who 

| have fled from Great Britain or Ireland, "cakes from 
the app prehenfion of the conſequences of the treaſon- 
able practices in which they have been engaged, or 

for the purpoſe of affiſting the Conſpiracies carried 
on againſt 2 — Countries; and _ the 
tter 
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latter view it has been the centre of a Correſpondence 
which has long ſubſiſted among the Britiſh and Iriſh 
Societies eſtabliſhed at that place, as well as in 
London and Paris; and this Correſpondence with 
Great Britain and Ireland, has frequently been co- 
vered by the pretences of commercial tranſactions, 
or of communicating intelligence for the Public 
_ Newſpapers. wy * 3 
Hamburgh has alſo been the reſort of the diſaffect- 
ed of every other Country, whoſe intrigues are con- 
ſtantly directed to the object of ſpreading the princi- 
ples of Jacobiniſm in Holſtein and the North of Ger- 
many, and generally in all the Northern parts of Eu- 
rope. Many Emiſſaries. Engliſh, Scotch, and Iriſh, 
have been diſpatched from time to time from Ham- 
burgh to Great Britain and Ireland, and to various 
parts of the Continent, as circuwſtances required. — 
I bere has recently been eſtabliſhed at Hamburgh, 
Altona, and the neighbourhood, a Society called 
< The Philanthropic Society,” for the purpoſe of cor- 
reſpondence with the Republicans of all Countries, 
on the plan of the Correſponding Societies eſtabliſhed 
in Great Britain and Ireland; and whoſe avowed ob- 
ject is the Reſorm of all Kingdoms and States. Ihe 
leading Members of this Society, who direct all the 
reſt, compoſe a Committee of about twenty perſons, 
Briuſh, French, Dutch, and Germans. The Mem- 
bers of the ſubordinate Societies at Hamburgh and 
Altona are all under the controul of the Committee 
or principal Society before mentioned. This Com- 
mittee conſtantly correſponds with Great Britain and 
Ireland, and all the parts of Germany. It has Secre- 
taries ſkilled in different languages, and correſponding 
Agents in different Towns, particularly in London. 
It may become a formidable engine in the hands Hd | 
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the French Directory, and it appears to be making 
conſiderable progreſs: but there is reaſon to hope, 
that it has at length attracted the notice of the Govern- 

ments of thoſe places. 

Upon a review of all the circumſtances which have 
come under the conſideration of your Committee, 
are _ impreſſed with the conviction, that the 


ſafety and tranquillity of theſe Kingdoms have, at 
different periods from the year 1791 to the preſent 


time, been brought into imminent hazard, by the 
traitorous plans and practices of Societies, acting 
upon the principles, and devoted to the views, of 
our inveterate Foreign Enemy: 5 
That although the Society of United Iriſhmen in 
Ireland, -has alone been enabled to attain its full 
ſtrength and maturity; yet the Societies inſtituted 
on fimilar principles in this Country, had all an un- 
doubted tendency to produce ſimilar effects, if they 
had not being checked by the general demonſtrations 
of the zeal and ſpirit of His Majeſty's faithful Sub- 
jets, and by the timely and judicious uſe of thoſe 
extraordinary powers, which Parliament has in its 
wiſdom, from time to time, confided to His Majeſty's 

Government: hs EE. . 
That, either directly or indirectly, a continual in- 
tercourſe and connection has been maintained be- 
tween all theſe Societies in Great Britain and Ireland, 
and that the real objects of the inſtigators of theſe 
proceedings in both Kingdoms were no other than 
the entire overthrow of the Britiſh Conſtitution, the 
general confiſcation of property, and the erection of 
a Democratic Republic, founded on the ruins of all 
Religion, and of all political and civil Society, ard 

framed after the model of France. 2 8 
The vigorous reſiſtance oppoſed to the Rebellion 
in Ireland, the ſucceſs of the meaſures which _ 
j een 
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been employed for detecting and defeating the defigns 
of the Conſpirators here, and the general and ardent 
ſpirit of loyalty and attachment to the Laws and Con- 
— ve hitherto counteracted the progreſs of 
the miſchief, and averted impending danger; but 
even thoſe circumſtances by no means appear to your 
Committee to juſtify the * that the miſchief is 
eradiicated, or the nger p ed. F 
Tbe principles and views of the Conſpirators re- 
main unchanged. Their reliance on the aſſiſtance 
and co-operation of France, by which they ex 
ultimately to effect their purpoſes, continues undimi- 
niſhed. And the ſyſtem of thoſe ſecret Societies, which 
are at once the inflruments of ſeditious conſpiracy at 


home, and the channel of treaſonable correſpondence 
with France, though in many parts broken and inter- 


. rupted, is by no means deſtroyed. 
| \ * IXI. have already referred to the poſi- 
tive information laid before them, ſtating that hoſtile 
Preparations are now making, with extraordinary vi- 
gour and exertion, in ſome of the Ports of France, 
lor the invaſion of this Country or of Ireland. The 
| — of ſeditious and treaſonable Societies, in their 
correſpondence with France, and in their endeavours 
to gain proſelytes here, keeps pace with the prepara- 

tions of the Enemy; and the principle of ſecrecy, 
generally enforced by unlawful Oaths, which is the 
great characteriſtic of theſe Societies, peculiarly fits 
them for the moſt deſperate enterprizes, and by hold- 
ing out a proſpect of ſecurity, increaſes the means of 

ſeduction. It has, at the ſame time an obvious ten- 

deney to elude detection in the firſt inſtance, and 
to defeat legal enquiry in the next. Jo this prin- 
ciple, therefore, in the opinion of your d 


= 


ſuch further meaſures as Parliament in its wiſdom 
may think fit to adopt for the Public Safety, ſhould 
be more immediately and decifively pointed. 

Tour Committee have ſeen, with ſatisfaction, the 
powers which in conformity to the ancient practice 
and true principles of the Conſtitution, have from 


- 


time to time, as the urgency required, been confided 
to His Majeſty's Government; and they feel it their 
duty particularly to remark, that the power of arreſt- 
ing and -dctaining ſuſpeted perſons (a remedy ſo 
conſtantly * to by our N 4 of 
tem extraordinary er) has under the 
preſe new and unprecedented circumſtances, 
found particularly efficient. It has greatly inter- 
rupted and impeded the Correſpondence with the 
Enemy, and has checked, from time to time, the pro- 
greſs and communication of Sedition and Treaſon at 
But. from particular circumſtznces which 
have come under the obſervation- of your Commit- 
tee, in the courſe of their enquiry, they feel it their 
duty to remack, that the good effects of this meaſure 
would be rendered more coinpleat, and the public 
tranquillity better ſecured, it the leading perſons. 
who have or may be, hereafter detained on ſuſ- 
pieion of treaſonable practices ſhall bereafter be kept 
in euſtody in places ſufficiently diſtant from the Me- 
tropolis. 3 18 | 
The whole of the Secret Information which has 
been laid before your Committee, has ſtrongly con- 
| firmed them in their opinion of the neccfficy of con- 
fiding theſe extraordinary powers to His Majeſty's 
Government ; and the very circumſtances which 
*created this neceflity, and which continue at this 
time to operate more powerfully than ever, bave ren- 
dered it their »eculiar duty to abſtain from diſcloſ- 
'E ing. 
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ing, in its full extent, the particular inſormation, of 
which they have ſtated to the Houſe the general re- 
ſult. and on which their judgment is founded, but the 
truſt that they have laid before the Houſe ſufficient 
grounds to juſtify their perſuaſion, that the multiplied 
and various attempts, by which the Encnacs to their 
Coumry carry on their dangerous Conſpiracies, can 
only be defeated by a correſponc ing vigilance on the 
part of Government, and by the exerciſe of ſuch ad- 
ditional powers, as may from time to time be entruſt- 
ed to it by Parliament, and may be beſt adapted to 
the peculiar exigency of the moment. And altho' 
your Committee do not think it any part of their pro- 
vince to ſuggeſt particular meaſures, the conſideration 
of which muſt be left to the wiſdom of Parliament 
they cannot forbear particularly and earneſtly preſſing 
their unanimous opinion, that the fyſtem of Secret 
Societies, the eſtabliſhment of which has in other 
Countries uniformly preceded the aggreſſion of 
France, and by Peikiateg the progreſs of her prin- 
_ ciples, has prepared the way for her arms, cannot be 
ſuffered to exiſt in theſe Kingdoms, compatibly with 
the ſafety of their Government and Conſtitution, and 
with their ſecurity againſt Foreign Force and Dontcſ- 


tic Treaſon. 


Your Committee have great ſatisfaction in adding, 
that if this growing and formidable evil can be effec- 
tually repreſſed, and if the ſame ſyſtem of vigilance 
and precaution which has been ſucceſsfully adopted 
ſor ſome years paſt, is adhered to, there is every 
reaſon to look forward with confidence to the ultimate 
_ diſappointment and deſeat of the projects which have 
been ſo long purſued by our Foreign and Domeſtic 
Enemies. Impreſſed with a juſt ſenſe of the bleſſ- 
ings enjoyed under our happy Conſtitution, which 

e diſtinguiſh 
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diſtinguiſh this Country from every Nation in Eu- 
rope, all ranks and conditions of Society have ſhewn 
their determination to preſerve thoſe bleſſings entire, 


and have ſtood forward with a becoming ardour and 
alacrity in their defence While this lauda ble ſpirit 
continues to pervade every part of the Kingdom, 
and while the wiſdom of the Legiſlature encourages 
and direRs its exertions for the public Safety, your 
Committee entertain a full conviction that the Re- 


ligion, the Laws, and the Conſtitution of Great Bri- 


tain, and with them the intereſts and happineſs bf 
all claſſes of his Majeſty's Subjects, will in the midſt 


of ſurrounding danger and calamity, and in-ſpxe of 


every machination at home or abroad, reſt under the 
protection of Divine Providence, on the ſureſt baſis, 
1 y the energy and firmneſs. of the Govern- 
ment, and by the coprage, the patriotiſm, and the. 
. EE. 
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APPENDIX 
TO THE 

FOREGOING REPORT. 
' COPY of the TEST propoſed by the United Engliſh- 
J A. B. do fwear not to obey the Colonel, but the 
© People, not the Officers, but the Committee of United 
« Engliſhmen, then fitting in England, Ireland, and 
e Scotland, and to aſſiſt with arms, as far as lies in my 
ce potter, 10 e/tabliſÞ a Republican form of Government 
ie in this Country, and others, and to affiſt the French 
* on their landing to free this Country. 
| + e . | cc So HELP ME Gon.?? 


.COPY of an ADDRESS to the PEOPLE of IRE- 
IAD taken at Diviſion, No. 2, of the UNITED 
IRISHMEN, 1oth March, 1799.“ 

« TO THE PEOPLE. 

« Perſevere—the cauſe of freedom muſt finally 

prevail. What has hitherto taken place, inſtead of 
mating 

* This Paper was found under the. table at which the United 


Iriſhmen were ſitting, who were recently apprehended at the Royal 
Oak Public-houſe, near Red Lion-{quare. 
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— mating confidence of ſucceſs. If a few counties, ill 


armed and othcered, were able to ſeize ſo many towns, 
and baffle for an near 100,000 troops, long 
trained to arms, nurtured in blood, and furni ed with 
every requiſite for war; if by the mere energy which 
the love of Liberty inſpires, they defeated on 
many occaſions, and never were defeated till their 
own ammunition was exhauſted, what would have 
been the reſult had the whole nation riſen at once pro- 
perly armed and organiſed ; if in the very moment 
when recent diſcomfiture diſpirited the brave, and the 
fallacious hopes of lenity neutralized the mild and ir- 
reſolute goo Frenchmen, with only three field-pieces, 
were able to defeat three armies, take ſeveral towns, 
and a whole train of artillery, kill double their own 
number, and almoſt unaſſiſted, penetrate to the very 
centre of the iſland, what would as many thouſands 
have accompliſhed when ſupported by the entire popu- 
lation of the country! / 
4 Had you been prepared to aid even that hand- 
ful of auxiliarics by intercepting or delaying convoys 
and reinforcements, they muſt have triumphed. But 
although you were not then called prematurely into 
aQ'o::, the time will ſpeedily arrive when you muſt 
| be ſur» ned to employ thoſe arms which have.lately 
been {if ribut<d. 
& Hcarken no longer . to thoſe infolent implacable 
upſtarts hc boaſt of having wantonly made war upon 
a long ſuffering pcople, and goaded you into rebel- 
lion, by burning, rape, robbery, murder, torture, 
and every other diabolical expedient inquifitorial cru- 
elty could deviſe, and who, in the ſame breath, im- 
pudently inſult vou with the oſtentatious parade of 
mercy; when they are wearied, not ſatiated, with 
laughter and proſcription. 


When 
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When the event of the late Inſurrection appear - 


inn, denne of open Fer age! oth 4 
n aid © We 
muſt pardon them,” faid he; TOY Be con- 


inven preſet fat, i will be impoſible for x 
y was accordingly held 
extolled, while a 
provoke 
you to aQs that mi ht palliate the meditated ſeverities. 
equivocal meaſures have para- 
lized and divided you, where is the mercy of your 
tyrants ? Will they rebuild for you thoſe cabins, 
whoſe flames they have extinguiſhed with innocent 
blood? Will they allow you to ſtarve unmoleſted in 
— Antal Cs? Or = 
to over 
the deſolation of your families in the arms 


childleſs conſorts, whom Mellin rantihcrs have trand- 


ed with infamy and diſeaſe ? No! This would be too 
great an indulgence for traitors who dare to vindicate 
e 
« By the boaſted Act of His Moſt Gra- 
cious Majeſty excludes from his Royal mercy * all 
nr . 
y charge of treaſon, ſuſpicion of treaſon, or 
mend practices; all Yeomen who have deſerted, 
or who adminiſtered any oath or obligation; all who 
228 conſented to, aſſiſted, or were concerned 
in or propoſal for invading, or procuring | 
whe. Fo correſponding with a Foreign Power ; 
all Members of any Executive, National, or County 
Committee; all concerned in faid horrid and unnatu- 
ral Rebellion, who do not deliver up arms and ammu- 
nition of every kind within a time ** 


CV 3 
all attainted, or to be attainted this Seffion, or con- 
victed by Court Martial fince laſt May; all offenders 
againſt the Mutiny Act, &c. 

« With ſuch numerous excluſions from forgive- 
neſs, it is hard to ſay who can eſcape, for the act of 
any one United Inſhman being interpreted as the act 
of all, and the acts of the Society as thoſe of every 
Member, there is not one who will not directly or 
conſtructively fall under ſome of the above deſcrip- 
tions. = 

4 Truſt not, therefore, to ſuch a deceitful mockery 


of your an 
earneſt of what they can, and what will perform. 
| Reſt aſſured, whatever the tools of Government may 
afſert of the diſguſt the French have conceived at your. 


inactivity, they will very ſoon ſend the promiſed force . 


of at leaſt 10,000 troops, with an ample ſupply of 
military ſtores. If find your men unprepared, 
you will have no excuſe; and inſtead of forming an 
independent Republic, muſt ſubmit to remain in the 
abject, miſerable condition of a tributary province. 
„ Arm, therefore, 15 without any violence, which 
may afford a pretence for reviving the ſanguinary ſyſ- 
— of terror; and hide your arms with a e 
care, for new Bills are framing to take them from 
you, and rigorous ſearches will ſpeedily take place. 
Hold no meetings, but tranſmit ſingly and briefly to 
your tried friends, thoſe inſtructions which may — 
iſſue for vigorous and active meaſures. Abſtain from 
ſpirits, and every exciſeable article that contributes to 
recruit the exhauſted revenues of a bankrupt Govern- 
ment, ſupported only by your vices, which * | 


1 


them to maintain their hordes of regimented affaffins. 
Intoxication has not only laid open your hearts to in- 
formers, but ſtimulated you beadlor g into danger, 
and &fabled you equally to fight or fly. Take warn- 
ing from the decifive battles which, to the diſgrace of 
Ireland, you have loſt b 7 * that alone, and reſerve 
whatever you can fave by ſobriety to purchaſe 
ammunition for the approaciung delirerance of your 


a Thats w whom you have choſen ſtill watch over 
„ and will not raſhly hazard your fafety. 
+ hens oper occaſion offers, their ſummons wall 
inne in the cuſt official channel, and it will not 
be their fault if it does not at once extend to every 
de®, and then ſhall your oppreflors ſee 
1 much ſooner the trained bands of corruption are 
exhauſted, than a population of above four millions, 
rtouſed by every provocation, and reſolved on bberty 
or death ; and then ſhall thoſe, who now charge you 
with barbarity, ſupplicate and receive that mercy 
— | 


Extra from the infrudtions g given to Bri gadier- General 
' HumBERT, commanding the Secret Expedition en- 
truſted to the Legion 3 


"The expedition of Gen. Humbert has thee prines 
pal objects in view; The firſt is to put the C 
into a ſtate of infarre&ion ; ; the ſecond is to em 
the commerce of our rivals; the third is to prepare 
and facilitate the means of making a deſcent, by giving 
the greateſt per plexity to the En 725 Government. 
The claſs of people the molt eaſily to be moved to 
inſurrection, as in all countries, is the pooreſt claſs. 
This may deelibiing by 3 money or drink 
* 


cera, —— by de ag The houſes, the 


Bo. 


_—_ ſoever the Engliſh people may be of mer. 
ty, they are attached to their laws, and reſpe& their 
magiſtrates, even during the inſurrections which have 
ſometimes taken place; 1 
ent to ſpare the property 
Wb + the civil and mur 
It will alſo be 2 to 2 


by the greae, ie Laodd nds whe define to 


ſition party are to be ſpared, whenever they are 
Lavets,) the Milton, the naval and offi · 


the cattle, the foreſts, and every thing be- 
ging to any of theſe, muſt be diſtributed among 
people, or pillaged by them.— Theſe calamities, 
— thoſe of the Republic compel us to inflict, and. 
to which a ferocious nation conſtrains us to expoſe it, 
will induce many of the labouring people and the rab- 
dle of the country to eſpouſe our cauſe; but they 
muſt on no account be incorporated with our own 
troops ; they muſt be formed into new corps, and 
placed under the command of French officers belong. 
ing to the legion, in order that no native of the coun- 
try may become acquainted with the ſtate of our 
force. They ſhould alſo be kept ſeparate, and as 
much in ignorance in this reſpect as circumſtances 
will permit. It is principally by means of the new 
companies that the inſurrection will be fomented. 
With reſpect to the embarraſing of commerce, this 
may be beſt effected by _ down bridges, _ 
an 


C3 
and cauſeways (which is indeed neceſſary for the pur- 
poſc of ſelf-preſervation) ; by plundering convoys of 
proviſions, and private and public carriages : by cut- 
ting off the ſupplies deſtined for towns ; by burning 
merchant veſſels, boats, &c. ; by ſetting fire to dock- 
yards, rope-works, and the fail-cloth manufactories. 
It is alſo to be obſerved, that in conſequence of theſe 
operations a number of workmen will be deprived of 
employment, and will attach themſelves to the party 
which fupplies them with the means of ſubſiſtence ; a 
mode of hvelihood fo much the more captivating, as 
the individual himſelf contributes nothing towards it. 

The object of the deſcent may be facilitated by 
diſarming the militia ; by burning the public arſenals 
and harbours; by intercepting meſſengers in the ſer- 
vice of Government; as well by the declenſion of the 
troops, through deſertion and infubordination ; and 
by the terror which the operations of the legion, and 
the progreſs of the inſurrection, will inſpire into the 
minds of thoſe who might be inclined to defend the 
—_— 8 = 5 
I) he moſt favourable part of the country is that in 
which forges and manuſactories are to be found. 
Proviſions muſt be taken wherever they can be 
found; and if any town or village refuſe immediately 
to afford a neceſſary ſupply of proviſions, it muſt be 
given up to pillage. The better to ſtrike terror into 
the country, the legion ſhould be diſperſed in differ- 
ent columns, and aſſemble again at a general rendez- 
vous. This operation ſhould be repeated every four, 
ſix, or eight days. The inhabitants of the country 
muſt be employed as guides: whoever ſhall refuſe to 
act in that capacity muſt be puniſhed on the ſpot.— 
Magiſtrates ſhould always be preferred for that ſer- 
vice, or ſome of their relations, in order that they 
may be deterred from puniſhing thoſe unfortunate 
perſons who may be compelled by force to * i 
| D pies 


— 43 J 

Spies muſt be puniſhed with death. 

The villages near to any place where the legion, or 

any column belonging to it, ſhall have taken refuge, 

which do not ſend intelligence or ring their bells on 
the approach of troops deſtined to act againſt the 

legion, ſhall be burnt. 

In order to avoid the deſtruction of the troops un- 
der his command, General Humbert muſt decline 
coming to an engagement with regular forces, and 
muſt only attack {mall detachments, and cantonments, 
and weak poſts. He muſt invite deſerters from the 
enemy, and likewiſe priſoners, to inliſt into the new 
corps. If they ſhould refuſe, their hair and their 
. eye-brows muſt be cut off; and if they ſhould happen 
to be retaken, they are to be ſhot. 

_- General Humbert will not fail to bear in mind, that 
there are in England a great number of Frenchmen 
who will haſten to join him. Theſe are the priſoners 
of war, both ſoldiers and failors, the ſoldiers belonging 
to the emigrant regiments, and a number of others 
whoſe wretchednefs, and a thirſt of vengeance, would 
allure to his ſtandard. 

He is at liberty to admit Frenchmen into the legion $ 
but he muſt employ the utmoſt vigilance to prevent 
thoſe new comers from entering into cabals. Thoſe 
who would be moſt inclined to theſe practices are the 
| Nobles and the Prieſts, whoſe ambition is equal to 
their cowardice. 


4 attempt to excite mutiny muſt be ſeverely pu- 
=_ 
The diſtricts, the militia of which ſhall have at- 
tempted to oppoſe. the march of the legion, muſt alſo 
.be puniſhed with ſeverity ; and, as far as it may be 
pratticable, ſuch militia muſt be diſarmed, and their 
arms put into the hands of the new inſurgents. The 


greateſt care muſt be employed to guard the ammu- 
nition. 


General 
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Humbert who will be alilted by the End. 4 
ledge and talents of his principal officers, will not omit ⁶ 
tes avail himſelf of every occurrence that may enable 

him to increaſe the ſtrength and confidence of his party; 
the ſo much to be wiſhed for. He muſt 
and protect the poor and the aged, the widow and the - 
orphan, and throw the burthen of the war on the 
ſhoulders of the rich, who are the authors of our ' 

The militia, and any other troops that may join us, 
ul be a e the de Triſh failors | 
| bad ono Payee agen the ſame - 
_ ae rates of hm: for ſuch ſhips or veſſels as | 
= _ - whey bring into in leben, or even 
0 into the hits of ——_—_ Bur, conrary all prok 
© *”  Hbability, ef in ſpight of the juſtice of your tauſe, 
3 any Triſhman ſhould be found ſo „ſo inſe n 
nie to the glory and to the ſafety of his country, as = 
| to crifice them to his own ſelfiſh views, and to be in= 
= duced to take part againſt us, E declare, that, when- = 
ever any of them ſhall fall into our lids, they ſhall * 
= he treated, not as priſoners of war, like other Engliſh n 
troops, but as, rebels and traitors to their country, and 
. R 17 7 
3 upon the public and authorities 
. I Rt pl te 8 
— as well as of perſons who under an infidivus - 
neutrality, ſhall remain paſſive rs of the dan 
gers of their country, and reſerve to themſelves the 
opportunity of declaring their ſentiments, +. without 
. in favour of the victorious party; and of all 
| of baſeneſs this the moſt contemptible, it 
mall involve not only 2 property, but 
| the baniſhment of him who ſhall be guilty of . 
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